20 Introduction: Onchocerciasis is one of the most devastating Neglected Tropical Diseases 21 (NTDs) and it is mostly prevalent in Africa. The disease has important heavy social and 22 economic burdens on the infected populations including low productivity, unemployment, 23 social isolation, and stigma.
286 In this study, 95% of the working participants, reported improvement or stability in their work 287 performance leading to sustainable income and reducing the risk of poverty (18,34). There 288 was fluctuation in the students' school attendance. We perceived that as an improvement in 289 their health situation associated with elimination because it correlates with areas most affected 290 by the disease. Suggesting that these students are contributing in the family work to generate 291 income (18).
292 Majority of our participants (93.8%) reported they were involved in one or more happy event 293 during the last 12 months indicating high rate of social recovery (33,37,44).
295
In conclusion, the elimination of Onchocerciasis in Abu Hamed area is a success story needs 296 to be shared for inspiration. Apparently, the affected communities are recovering from the 297 burden of the negative social and economic impacts of the disease, but still there is a long way 298 to go for them to overcome some side effects of the disease include achieving the local 299 developmental plans. However, they are still in need for a solution for the vector biting and 300 nuisance which is greatly affecting their productivity. 16 302 Acknowledgments: 303 We thank the local communities for their hospitality and participation in the study. Also, we 304 would like to thank our colleagues at the 
